Key Achievement Report
Just Energy Transition Joint Programme (JET JP)
Advancing Renewable Energy and Climate Finance Readiness in Suriname

1. Overview
The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNH), in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), successfully organized a series of national and community-level activities under the Just Energy Transition (JET) Joint Programme in October 2025.
Together, these initiatives advanced Suriname’s efforts toward sustainable energy access, climate finance readiness, and inclusive community participation.

Event 1: Stakeholder Session on Policy Development for Electrification of the Interior
Date: 13 October 2025
Location: Buiten-Sociëteit Het Park, Paramaribo
Organized by: MNH with support from UNDP
Event 2: National Seminar on Accessing International Climate Finance for Sustainable Development
Date: 14–15 October 2025
Location: Asewa Otono, Paramaribo
Organized by: MNH and UNDP

2. Context
Suriname’s Just Energy Transition (JET) agenda seeks to expand equitable, reliable, and sustainable energy access—particularly in the interior—while promoting green growth and climate resilience.
The October sessions provided essential platforms to:
· Engage stakeholders in shaping the national Renewable Energy Policy for the Interior.
· Build institutional capacity to access international climate finance, including the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and Global Environment Facility (GEF).
· Strengthen links between national policy development and local community validation.

3. Objectives Achieved
The combined initiatives achieved the following core objectives:
· Build national capacity to design, finance, and implement renewable energy and climate-resilient projects.
· Strengthen coordination between government, private sector, and civil society stakeholders.
· Integrate gender equality and community perspectives in policy and project development.
· Align national priorities with the JET JP and Suriname’s Green Development Strategy (GDS).

4. Key Achievements
4.1 Strengthened National Readiness and Institutional Coordination
· 50 participants (31 women, 19 men) trained on accessing and managing international climate finance.
· Improved understanding of GCF and GEF project cycles, investment criteria, and proposal development.
· Dialogue among key ministries, private sector, and civil society advanced the concept of a national green financing framework.
· Commitment reaffirmed to establish the Green Financing Institute as a mechanism to coordinate and manage green investments.

4.2 Policy Development for Electrification of the Interior
· The stakeholder session supported the development of a comprehensive policy for electrification of Suriname’s interior, emphasizing sustainability, affordability, and community ownership.
· Director of MNH, Ms. Valerie Lalji, outlined the Ministry’s commitment to provide 24/7 electricity to 70 villages by 2025 through hybrid solar systems.
· Participants recommended a dual-track electrification strategy combining grid expansion where feasible with decentralized renewable systems for remote areas.
· Indigenous and Tribal community leaders emphasized Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC), community participation, and inclusion of women and youth in implementation processes.

4.3 Integration with the Just Energy Transition (JET) Process
· Both the policy and finance sessions directly contributed to the JET JP framework, strengthening the alignment between national priorities, policy reform, and resource mobilization.
· Participants identified opportunities to link climate finance mechanisms with the Renewable Energy Policy for the Interior, ensuring equitable access and community-driven implementation.

4.4 Technical and Strategic Capacity Building
· Government, private sector, and CSOs enhanced their capacity to develop bankable project concepts aligned with Suriname’s Green Development Strategy.
· Priority project areas identified include renewable energy, sustainable forestry, eco-tourism, waste management, and green entrepreneurship.
· International case studies (Ghana, Nepal) provided practical lessons on sustainable off-grid electrification and community models.

4.5 Community Validation of Bankable Renewable Energy Proposals
In addition to the national stakeholder engagements, bankable renewable energy proposals were presented to interior communities for validation.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Validation sessions were held with the Saramacca Cluster on 15th October in Asewa Otono and Upper Suriname Cluster from 21-23 October at Bakaaboto, ensuring that community voices informed final project design and priorities.
· A total of 38 participants attended these sessions, including 16 women and 22 men, reflecting strong gender inclusion and local ownership.
· Feedback from these consultations will guide refinement of the Renewable Energy Policy and investment pipeline under the JET JP framework.

4.6 Innovative Financing Mechanisms
· Introduced participants to carbon markets, green bonds, and payment for ecosystem services (PES) as emerging tools for financing the energy transition.
· Discussed the potential of Internationally Transferred Mitigation Outcomes (ITMOs) under the Paris Agreement as a complementary revenue source for Suriname.

4.7 Gender and Inclusion
· Women’s participation across national and community sessions strengthened gender-responsive approaches in energy and climate financing.
· The sessions highlighted women’s roles in managing energy systems, leading small enterprises, and promoting household energy security.

5. Immediate Outcomes
· 50 national stakeholders trained on international climate finance access and project development.
· 38 community representatives validated renewable energy proposals under the JET JP.
· Draft Rural Electrification Policy under finalization incorporating FPIC and community engagement principles.
· Green Financing Institute preparation process advanced.
· Strengthened MNH–UNDP partnership and cross-sector coordination to sustain momentum under the Just Energy Transition Joint Programme.

6. Next Steps
1. Finalize the Rural Electrification Policy and validate it through interior consultations.
2. Develop a National Climate Finance Roadmap outlining proposal pipelines and institutional roles.
3. Operationalize the Green Financing Institute as a coordination hub for green investments.
4. Continue capacity-building programmes on project proposal formulation for GCF and GEF.
5. Sustain integration with JET JP, ensuring community, gender, and private sector participation remain at the core.

7. Conclusion
The October 2025 activities represented a significant step in Suriname’s Just Energy Transition.
By combining policy development, climate finance capacity-building, and community validation, the Ministry of Natural Resources and UNDP strengthened national ownership and readiness to mobilize resources for renewable energy and climate resilience.
These achievements bring Suriname closer to its vision of a low-carbon, inclusive, and sustainable energy future—where communities across the interior benefit from reliable, clean power and equitable development opportunities.

Media Coverage
· Stakeholder session lays foundation for sustainable policy on interior electrification – Government of Suriname
· MNH and UNDP Stakeholder Engagement (Facebook)

